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  Organ Prelude

  Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship              
Come, all who have known gloom and anguish.

Come, all who have walked amid terrors of the night.

Sometimes we have felt oppressed and forsaken.

Our losses seem greater than we can bear.

God is our light and our salvation.

He is our stronghold; we need not fear.

Enemies lose their power when we look to His Son.

We come now, seeking His face.

Come behold the beauty of our Lord.

Come find shelter in the day of trouble.

We will sing and make melody to our God.

We will dare to lift up shouts of joy.

*Hymn of Adoration, No. 10 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
*Invocation (in unison)

Shine on us today, gracious God, for we need the light and salvation You offer.  Come to each one gathered here, and to all who are a part of this community of faith.  Come to our city, our nation, our world, to still the quarrels and dissolve the enmity among us.  Come with good news of health and wholeness for everyone.  Do not cast us off, do not forsake us, O God of our salvation.  Amen.
*Declaration of Faith - The Apostles Creed  (front of hymnal)

*Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the  beginning, 

is now, and ever shall  be world without end.

Amen,  Amen.

     Service of Giving                  

       Prayer of Dedication (in unison)

         Let these gifts follow Christ’s lead into the lives of people who live in poverty and despair.  O God, use them to heal divisions among our children.  Show us how to be instruments of peace.  Ready us to follow Jesus, to make an offering of ourselves, not just our money.  Teach us so we may teach others.  Heal us so we can become instruments of healing.  To these purposes we dedicate this offering and our lives through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.
     Offertory

     Response, No. 623                                                    “Doxology”

  The Live B.I.G. Choir  

  A Time Mostly for Children   
  Sermon                                               “The Parable of the Sower”                       
  Installation of New Church Council, Endowment Fund and   

  Cemetery officers
    We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the service of Christ.  We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you that together we may be a faithful Church of Jesus Christ.

Fellowship of Prayer

  Silent Prayer 
  Pastoral Prayer 
    Lord's Prayer (front of hymnal) 

*Hymn of Consecration, No. 524               “We’ve a Story to Tell…”
*Benediction

*Organ Postlude

*Those who are able may stand

Daniel Shigley is organizing an American Red Cross Blood Drive to be held at Zion Church sometime in April.  This is his Senior Project for high school graduation.  The Senior Youth Fellowship will also be assisting with this project.  The Red Cross has asked him to get an estimate of the number of people who would volunteer as blood donors and they have given him sign-up forms.  Please complete these forms and return to Daniel or Nancy by early February so they can be planning the blood drive.  If you know of others who would be interested, please pass the word along.  THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP!

The Junior High/Senior High Youth Fellowship is planning a Ski Trip to Paoli Peaks in mid to late February or early March.  Please let Nancy Shigley or Rev. Rick know if you are interested in going so we can select a date.

Birthdays this week:

TODAY- Bob Elliott and Shelby Skelton; 29- Debbie Fischer and 
     Donna Menke;30- Adrienne McDowell; 31-Brandon Blair and
Ty Webb,  1-Pam Schmitt; and 2- Gabriella Van Hoosier.
   No anniversaries this week
C A L E N D A R
TUESDAY            7:00p.m.     Chancel choir rehearses
Prayer Concerns
   Gail Arendell                             Bill and Genny Harris

   Rosalee Holder                         Clevia Jean Kruse      

   Gerald Matthews                       Ann Small

   Clyde Stratman                         Minnie Thene

   Riley Aigner                              Margaret Menke

   Our service men and women.   Myles Susott
	
	Sunday School -9a.m.               Worship -10a.m.
Zion United Church of Christ
Elberfeld, Indiana  

Parsonage 983-9597          Office  983-2592

(Office open from 8 to 10:30a.m. Mon., Tues., Fri.)


A N N O U N C E M E N T S

    We welcome you to our worship this morning and hope you find in​spiration here.
    The red rose on the altar commemorates the birth of Kyra Elise Champa who was born on January 17th.  She is the daughter of Steffney Kruse and Lenny Champa. 
     A brief meeting of the congregation will be held immediately after the worship service this morning to present the annual budget for 2008. (continuation of last Sunday’s annual meeting)

    The installation service will include the church council members, Kelly Boylls, Laura Chubick, and Kevin Oxley;  Endowment Fund members, Rhonda Laskowitz and Andy Nelson; and Cemetery board members, Darren Engelhardt, Jane Ann Hamby and Gary Snow.
    The church council will have a meeting immediately following the worship service to elect officers for the year.
    Our youth are planning a ski trip to Paoli Peaks very soon.             

     Keep in touch with our youth leaders for the exact time.  We do  

     not want anyone to miss out!

NOTE:  The small refrigerator in the basement is to be used for 

flowers only, please use the big refrigerator for all other items 

needing refrigeration.                                  
    Easter is coming – March 23rd; February 6th  is Ash Wednesday.    

    Lenten services will start at 7 p.m.
   Copies of Have A Good Day for January are in the hymnal    

    racks and in the lower right hand corner of the literature rack.

   A large-print version of our Sunday bulletin is available for those 
    with impaired vision.  Large print copies of the Herald for  

    January can also be picked up this morning.  Ask an usher for 
    one or both.

    Reminder:  Packaged and non-perishable food items for   

    use by the Greer Township Trustee will be received next  

    Sunday.
Affirmation of Ministry

Installation of New Church, Endowment und and Cemetery Officers

We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the service of Christ.  We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you that together we may be a faithful Church of Jesus Christ.

Affirmation of Ministry is our procedure in the United Church of Christ for recognizing the diverse gifts of a congregation's mem​bers and celebrating the particular ministry of each person in the life of the local church.  We do it remembering that the Bible says that:

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same spirit gives them and that there are different ways of serving, but the same God is  served and that there are different abilities  to perform service, but the same God gives ability to each of us for our particular service. and    that the spirit's presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all and that Christ is like a single body, which has many parts and is still, one body even though it is made up of different parts and that if one part suffers, all the other parts suffer with it and that if one part is praised. all the other parts share its    happiness and that all of us are Christ's body, and each one is a part of it.

These people standing before us have been called by God, in ac​cordance with the faith and order of this church, to serve among us.  They have accepted their call and are before us in witness to their                                                       willingness to serve. 

-  -  -  -

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, it is an honor to be entrusted with responsibility for particular service in the ministry of a local church.  We have three groups of you here - the new church council members , the endowment fund and those who are beginning terms on the cemetery board once again.

As members of the church council you will be a part of the deci​sion making process for the administration of this congregation and the guidance of its witness to Christ's presence among us.

As members of the Endowment Fund committee you will be entrusted with the conservation and management of assets which have been dedicated to our church for the purpose of widening our church’s Christian witness and mission through outreach programs.

As members of the board of Zion Cemetery you will have a hand in a ministry which often is called upon when families have expe​rienced a loss and in that role you might have a special opportunity to reflect God's love to such bereaved persons.

Having prayerfully considered the duties and responsibilities of your ministry, are you prepared to serve with the help of God in Christ's name and for the glory of God.  

 (I AM.)

Do you promise to exercise your ministry diligently and faithfully, showing forth the love of Christ? 

(I DO, RELYING ON GOD'S GRACE.)

Members of this household of faith, you have heard the promises of our brothers and sisters in Christ who have answered God's call to service.  Let us affirm our intention to live in covenant with them.  Will those who are able now rise and make the commitment we now make?  (Printed on your bulletin)
WE GATHER IN CELEBRATION OF THE JOY THAT IS OURS TO BE PARTNERS WITH YOU IN THE SERVICE OF CHRIST.  WE PROMISE TO LOVE YOU, HONOR YOUR LEADERSHIP, AND ASSIST YOU THAT TOGETHER WE MAY BE A FAITH​FUL CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST.

(be seated)

Let us pray:  Eternal God you have called these people to serve you in this household of faith and in the world, which you have en​trusted to our care and keeping.  Send your Holy Spirit upon them that they may serve among us with honor and faithfulness.  Help them to be so diligent in their duties that your church may prosper in the mission you place before it.  May their example prove wor​thy for all of us to follow, as we are united in Christ's ministry,  to the glory of your name.  Amen.

In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the members and friends of this congregation, I announce that you are  installed in your respective positions.  Go in peace.
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